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Retrocalcaneal bursitis can cause significant pain and
discomfort, particularly in the heel and ankle region. You
might feel a sharp pain when you walk, run, or even stand for
long periods. This condition is especially common among
athletes, such as runners and ballet dancers, who put
repetitive stress on their heels. However, it's not exclusive to
athletes; anyone who engages in activities that strain the heel
can develop this painful condition.

You can think about the times you've felt a nagging pain at
the back of your heel after a long day of walking or an
intense workout. That could be a sign of retrocalcaneal
bursitis. It's like having a pebble in your shoe that you can't
shake off, constantly reminding you of its presence with every
step you take. Understanding what retrocalcaneal bursitis is
and how it affects your body is the first step towards finding
relief and getting back to your active lifestyle.
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Common Retrocalcaneal Bursitis Causes and Risk Factors
Here are some common causes and risk factors:

Improper Footwear:-Have you ever worn shoes that just didn't fit right? Maybe they were
too tight, too loose, or lacked proper support. Wearing such ill-fitting or unsupportive shoes
can increase friction and pressure on your heel, making you more susceptible to bursitis. It's
like trying to run a marathon in flip-flops – not a good idea!

Anatomical Abnormalities:-Some people have structural issues that predispose them to
bursitis. For instance, Haglund's deformity, which is a bony enlargement on the heel, can
create extra friction against the bursa. Similarly, tight calf muscles can pull on the heel,
increasing the risk of inflammation. Think of it as having a car with misaligned wheels – it
puts extra strain on certain parts, leading to wear and tear.

Sudden Increase in Physical Activity:-Have you ever decided to jump into a new workout
routine with full enthusiasm, only to end up sore and in pain? Rapidly increasing the
intensity or duration of physical activities without proper conditioning can lead to bursitis. .
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Retrocalcaneal Bursitis Symptoms and Diagnosis
Symptoms of Retrocalcaneal Bursitis

Heel Pain:-Imagine feeling a sharp, stabbing pain at the back of your heel, especially when
you press on it or put weight on your foot. This pain can be particularly intense after
physical activity or prolonged periods of standing.

Swelling and Redness:-You might notice that the area around your heel is swollen and red.
This inflammation is often accompanied by a warm sensation, indicating that your body is
trying to fight off the irritation.

Stiffness:-Have you ever felt like your ankle is stiff and less flexible, especially after sitting
or lying down for a while? This reduced flexibility can make it difficult to move your foot
freely and comfortably.

Tenderness:-Touching the affected area can be quite painful. Even light pressure can cause
significant discomfort, making it challenging to wear certain types of shoes or engage in
activities that involve your heel.
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Rest and Activity Modification: Reducing activities that
exacerbate the condition.
Ice Therapy: Apply ice to the affected area to reduce
swelling.
Medications: Nonsteroidal anti-inflammatory drugs (NSAIDs)
can help manage pain and inflammation.
Proper Footwear: Wear supportive shoes with cushioned
heels.
Physical Therapy: Exercises to strengthen the heel and ankle
muscles.
Steroid Injections: In some cases, corticosteroid injections
may be recommended to reduce inflammation.

Retrocalcaneal Bursitis Treatment Options

At Bodyassist, we have the best range of physical health and wellness products that can
provide you with complete body support. Don't forget to visit our official site and take the
first step towards the improvement of your health.
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Rehabilitation Exercises for Retrocalcaneal Bursitis
Relief
Rehabilitation exercises play a crucial role in relieving symptoms
and preventing recurrence. Effective exercises include:

Achilles Tendon Stretching: Stretching the Achilles tendon
to improve flexibility.

Calf Muscle Stretching: Stretching the calf muscles to
reduce tension on the heel.

Heel Raises: Strengthening the calf muscles and improving
ankle stability.

Foot and Ankle Circles: Enhancing mobility and reducing
stiffness.
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